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Introduction 

This document summarizes the changes and additions to the Science On a Sphere® (SOS) Visual Playlist
Editor (VPLE) in the version 5.2 release. 

For detailed information on VPLE features, please refer to the Visual Playlist Editor Manual (or browse to:
Support > Manuals > Visual Playlist Editor on the SOS website).  

Release Date
SOS VPLE 5.2.0 - Released April 6, 2017

Requirements 

The SOS Visual Playlist Editor 5.2 requires the Ubuntu 16.04 operating system and SOS 5.2. 

New Features
Version 5.2 of the SOS software introduces a new display element called Text PIPs. A Text PIP is a
special kind of PIP that displays text only and is defined using HTML. A Text PIP has all the same
attribute specifications as a normal PIP, such as width, opacity, and fade-in time. Traditionally, to
display text on SOS, a content creator must use an image editing program like Photoshop to create
text, save the text as an image file and then specify that image as a PIP in an SOS dataset. Now, you
can enter text directly into a Text PIP Editor in the VPLE and save the Text PIP to your SOS dataset.
SOS will autoscale the text to best fit the resolution of your SOS display.  (By default, Text PIPs are
optimized for SOS displays with 4 projectors where each projector has a resolution of 1920x1200.  If
your SOS display has a different configuration, please read the Text PIP section in the Operation and
System Administration Manual to obtain the ideal text resolution for your SOS display.)
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In the Summary View (bottom left-hand section) of Presentation Mode, the dataset description for the
currently selected dataset is now being shown. For NOAA-managed datasets, the description comes
from the SOS Data Catalog. For Site-Custom datasets, the description comes from the description
your site entered for that dataset.

In the Description tab of Dataset Mode, the dataset's description for the currently loaded dataset is
now being shown. For NOAA-managed datasets, the description comes from the SOS Data Catalog.
For Site-Custom datasets, the description comes from the description that your site entered for that
dataset.
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Enhancements
Added menu items to the Dataset menu that allows you to update the data catalog and translations so
that the SOS database that resides on your SOS computer can be updated without having to leave
the VPLE. The SOS database is used for the Search and Browse functionality, as well as for the
dataset descriptions.
Added support to use non-English languages for a dataset's name & description, major/sub
categories, and keywords.
Improved the workflow when saving a NOAA-managed dataset as a Site-Custom dataset.  Removed
the Dataset > Export menu option in favor of the Dataset > Save As menu option.
Improved the workflow when saving and closing a dataset or presentation.
Changed the Layer tab's Western and Eastern boundary attributes to allow values to extend from -
360 to 360 instead of restricting values from -180 to 180.
Added a Name attribute to the PIP Element tab. 

Bug Fixes 

Fixed bugs related to saving and closing a dataset or a presentation.
Fixed bug where the path for audio files added as a modification to a dataset in a presentation playlist
were invalid.
Fixed bug that allowed Live Program presentation playlists to be saved to a NOAA-managed
directory.
Fixed bug that allowed you to add bad paths (i.e. filenames with spaces in them) to a presentation
playlist.
Other minor bug fixes. 

Known Bugs

Sometimes, the VPLE will crash unexpectedly when loading a dataset that has a movie in it,
regardless if it is opened from a presentation playlist in Presentation Mode (via a double-click on the
dataset) or if it is opened from Dataset Mode.  Please save your changes often.
If you have a dataset variation in your dataset folder (for example, you have a playlist.sos file and a
playlist_audio.sos file) and you make an edit to your playlist_audio.sos file using the VPLE, the VPLE
will incorrectly overwrite the playlist.sos file while not saving any changes to the playlist_audio.sos file.
 Please do not edit dataset variation files (like playlist_audio.sos) using the VPLE until this is fixed.
If you try to override a Labels file from a dataset that you have opened via a presentation playlist (i.e.
double clicking a dataset in Presentation Mode and editing the dataset in Dataset mode), the path to
the Labels file may be incorrectly written to the presentation playlist file in the /home/sos/sosrc/  folder,
and thus your labels will not appear on SOS.
The path names for media files like pip.jpg or 4096.png that are not located at the same level as the
playlist.sos file are not getting saved correctly to the playlist.sos file.  So, the playlist.sos file, the
pip.jpg, and the 4096.png should all be located in the same folder with no nesting folders (i.e. do not
put pip.jpg in a folder called pips, for example).
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